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1) Pigs are large, domesticated quadrupeds
2) Flight is generally associated with possession of wings
3) This story is about evidence for porcine flight
4) How does one define flight?
5) What is the evidence for porcine flight?

• Descent profiles when dropped
• Evidence for ascent when accelerated
• Ability to flap artificial wings
• Unassisted flight when alarmed
• Variation between breeds (genetic influences)

6) The specificity of pig flight (Do cows fly?)
7) Conclusion. Pigs fly under some circumstances, but so would any large 
object
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D 
����
��: Nerk et al. (1915) showed that pigs could fly.
>����
��: Nerk et al. (1915) claimed that pigs could fly based on a 
significant divergence from vertical descent when pigs were dropped off a 
large cliff. The experiment was flawed by the lack of appropriate controls, 
such as cows.
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Now I am going to tell you about early experiments on flying guinea pigs 
and we’ll come to full sized pigs later.
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Since pigs do not fly voluntarily, the experiment involved dropping the 
animal from a large cliff.
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‘Since time immemorial man has been interested in the 
aeronautical behaviour of his fellow inhabitants of the earth.’
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‘Pig flight has been investigated extensively as a model for 
mammalian aviation in general’, �� ‘Despite intensive study, little is 
known about pig flight’.
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‘Nobody has ever seen a pig fly, but the phrase “pigs might fly” is 
part of the vernacular.’
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'Porcine aviation is bound to be an exciting and fruitful area of 

future research.’
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‘Clearly the old cliché that pigs might fly has some basis in fact.’
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‘The one key experiment that has yet to be performed is to drop a

pig from an aeroplane. Survival of such a fall would provide 
definitive proof that pigs really can fly.’
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Formats for papers reporting original research 

* Articles
* Letters to Nature
* How to prepare your paper
* Presubmission enquiries
* Readability
* Format of Articles and Letters
* Titles
* Text
* Methods
* References
* Acknowledgements
* Tables
* Figure legends
* Figure prepararation for submission
* Production quality figures
* Supplementary information
* How to submit Articles, Letters and 
Brief Communications
* Conditions of publication
* Brief Communications and 
Communications Arising
* Submitting other types of contribution 
to Nature
* Publishing in other Nature and NPG 
journals

1. Formats for description of research
Nature's main formats for original research are Articles and 
Letters to Nature. The journal also publishes a very few Brief 
Communications. 

1.1 Articles are original reports whose conclusions represent a 
substantial advance in understanding of an important problem 
and have immediate, far-reaching implications. They do not 
normally exceed 5 pages of Nature and have no more than 50 
references. (One page of undiluted text is about 1,300 words.) 
Articles have a summary, separate from the main text, of up to 
150 words, which does not have references, and does not 
contain numbers, abbreviations, acronyms or measurements 
unless essential. It is aimed at readers outside the discipline.
This summary contains a brief account of the background and 
rationale of the work, followed by a statement of the main 
conclusions introduced by the phrase 'Here we show' or its 
equivalent. 
Articles are typically 3,000 words of text, beginning with up to
500 words of referenced text expanding on the background to 
the work (some overlap with the summary is acceptable), before 
proceeding to a concise, focused account of the findings, ending
with one or two short paragraphs of discussion. 
The text may contain a few short subheadings (not more than six 
in total) of no more than 40 characters each (less than one line
of text in length).
Articles typically have 5 or 6 small figures.
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